GOALS FOR CHILDREN:

Pre-K curriculum will focus on:

· Initiative

· Expressing choices

· Solving problems

· Social Relations

· Communication skills

· Language development

· Creative Representation

· Drawing and painting

· Cooperative pretend play

· Music and Movement

· Fine and gross motor skills

· Body coordination

· Language and Literacy

· Beginning reading and writing

· Concepts about print

· Logic and Mathematics

· Math vocabulary

· Sorting/Counting

FAMILY RESPONSIBILITIES: 

· Agree to participate in parental involvement activities.
· Agree to attend three (3) parent meetings over the course of the year.
· Are invited to assist in the classroom with group or individual reinforcement activities.
· Establish pattern/routine for school attendance.
· Agree to participate in home visitation activities as scheduled.
· Parents must comply with the Pre-K attendance policy: no more than 15 absences (excused or unexcused) and five (5) tardies equals one (1) absence. After 10 absences a child is removed from the program.
MEALS:

Children qualifying for free or reduced meals may be provided breakfast and lunch.  Children not qualifying for free or reduced meals may pay the regular rates. Breakfast and lunch are served “family” style in the classroom. Parents must allow students to eat lunch/breakfast in the cafeteria as the PreK program falls under specific USDA guidelines. PreK children are to have nutritionally balanced meals. If we fail to meet this requirement, the PreK programs will be shut down. Therefore, PreK students are not allowed to bring breakfast or lunch from home; they must eat in the cafeteria.
MATERIALS:

Furniture, equipment, materials, and supplies (recommended in the state report on four year old Pre-school) are provided.

TRANSPORTATION:

Parents are responsible for providing transportation for their children.  

ADMINISTRATION AND SUPERVISION:

The Principal at the Pre-Kindergarten site is responsible for administering the program.

COORDINATION:

The Title I Pre-K Director works with the Principal and other Coordinators to provide specific assistance to the Pre-K staff and to monitor program activities.

EVALUATION:
Students
Children are assessed through:

· Teacher/Parent Communications

· The Brigance
· Portfolio Assessment

Program

Program assessed through:

· External evaluations (WCU)
· Developmental gains
· Parent/Teacher surveys
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“Success For Today…Preparation For Tomorrow…Learning For A Lifetime”

PreK Centers are located at the following schools:

Central Elementary

Hazelwood Elementary

Jonathan Valley Elementary

Meadowbrook Elementary

Overview

The Pre-Kindergarten Program of Haywood County Schools is designed to provide developmentally appropriate learning experiences for participating children.  The program provides the children with opportunities to enter kindergarten ready to learn.  This Preschool Program:

· is based on research which shows how young children learn

· provides an environment that is child centered and that encourages learning through exploration and discovery

· recognizes that children differ in their rates of development as well as their background experiences

· encourages partnership between home and school to give support to the child throughout his/her total school experience

· allows for the “basics” to be taught through the child’s own experiences in an environment enriched with manipulatives and concrete materials

· respects play as an appropriate learning medium for children of this age
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Key Elements
PROGRAM MISSION:

Our mission is for each Pre-K child to learn, grow and develop to the best of his/her potential.

PROGRAM OBJECTIVES:

· To provide appropriate learning experiences for four-year-old children
· To promote development of motor, social-emotional and cognitive skills of participating children
· To foster language development
· To establish a pattern of regular school attendance
· To develop positive self-concepts in participating students
· To foster in parents the skills necessary to supplement and reinforce pupil development
ELIGIBILITY REQUIREMENTS:

· Children must be four (4) years old on or before August 31 of the program year.

· Children are eligible according to their score on a pre-school Screening Assessment, The Brigance, and they are selected based on greatest need.

· Parents must show proof of a child’s immunizations, provide a certified birth certificate, and have the child’s health assessment completed before entering the program.

Program Design

CLASS SIZE:

Eighteen children may attend the Pre-Kindergarten class. 
DAYS AND HOURS:

The Pre-K Program operates within the regular ten-month school schedule and complies with the standard school day.  Students do not attend class on holidays, or other scheduled workdays.

STAFFING:

One certified teacher, a qualified teacher assistant, and a qualified EC teacher assistant are assigned to each class.

PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT:

Teachers and assistants are involved in an on-going early childhood training program. Topics include child development, assessment, and classroom environment.
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