
Science in the News” Journal Guidelines 

 

Science is happening all around us. On any given day there are 

hundreds of scientific articles being published both online and 

in print. In fact, the final step of the scientific process is to 

communicate your results. In order to become better scientists, 

it is important that you are aware of what is going on in the 

scientific community around you. 

Each week, you will be responsible for finding a scientific news article, then writing a 

summary of the article. The article can cover any field of science – biology, physics, 

chemistry – but it must be dated for the week the summary is due. The summary must 

be in your own words. Do not copy the article or even parts of the article. I want to know 

what you have learned from reading the article. Your summary should adhere to the 

following guidelines: 

1. Be at least one full notebook page in length. Be sure to consider this when 

choosing your article. It will be very hard to write a full notebook page if the article 

is only 1-2 paragraphs.  

2. Include the reason you chose that particular article and what you learned from it. 

3. At least one new vocabulary word and definition. 

In addition, you must include the following information with your summary and then 

format the information in MLA style: 

1. Author or organization 

2. Title of Article 

3. Sponsor of Article (i.e. Discovery, NASA, Science Daily, etc.) 

4. Date published (must be within the week that summary is due) 

5. Full website address, if found on the Internet 

There are numerous places to find articles. All of the major news websites (CNN, 

FoxNews, USA Today, Washington Post, etc.) include a science section. There are also 

websites devoted specifically to science (Science Daily, Discovery, LiveScience, etc.) 

Because there are so many different places to find science articles, you cannot use the 

same source two weeks in a row. 

The summary will be due on the last day of the school week (usually Friday) unless 

otherwise instructed. All of your article summaries should be written on a separate sheet 

of paper to be turned in. The summary will be worth 10 points – 6 points for the 

summary (correct length, own words, etc), 2 for the vocabulary word, and 2 for the 

citation information and MLA style. 

 


